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A GARLAND FROM SKAZ: A FANTASTIC CIRCULAR PATH ACROSS  
THE LEVELS OF NARRATION, BETWEEN IRONY AND NAIVENESS  





ABSTRACT. The essay tries to trace a path along some of the mechanisms of skaz following the 
works of very different authors: Tat’jana Tolstaja’s Kys, Isaak Babel’s tales and Jorge Amado’s 
Captains of the Sand. The joining aspect between these works must be found in the writers’ 
common attitude of permitting the characters and the internal narrator to directly convey their 
own points of view, while the author eclipses him or herself in a very hidden position. The reader 
has to reconstruct the author’s point of view by awakening his or her presence in the text, which 
is hinted at implicitly by irony, nostalgy, etc. Especially irony acts as a veiled link between the 
author and the reader, who percives his or her self-exclusion from the hic et nunc of the narration 
and from the characters’ skaz: irony underlines this unreachable distance and separates the reader 
from the naive narrator as well as taking the author away from his or her narrator. 
Stefano Aloe, Università di Verona, Verona – Italia.  
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Os Capitães da Areia olham a mãezinha Dora, a irmãzinha Dora, Dora noiva, Professor vê 
Dora, sua amada. Os Capitães da Areia olham em silêncio. A mãe-de-santo Don’Aninha reza 
oração forte para a febre que consome Dora desaparecer. Com um galho de sabugueiro manda 
que a febre se vá. Os olhos febris de Dora sorriem. Parece que a grande paz da noite da Bahia está 
também nos seus olhos18. 
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Contam no cais da Bahia que quando morre um homem valente vira estrela no céu. Assim 
foi com Zumbi, com Lucas da Feira, com Besouro, todos os negros valentes. Mas nunca se viu um 
caso de uma mulher, por mais valente que fosse, virar estrela depois de morta. Algumas, como Rosa 
Palmeirão, como Maria Cabaçu, viraram santas nos candomblés de caboclo. Nunca nenhuma 
virou estrela19. 
Omolu mandou a bexiga negra para a cidade. Mas lá em cima os homens ricos se vacinaram, 
e Omolu era um deus das florestas da África, não sabia destas coisas de vacina. E a varíola desceu 
para a cidade dos pobres e botou gente doente, botou negro cheio de chaga em cima da cama [...]. 
Mas como Omolu tinha pena dos seus filhinhos pobres, tirou a força da bexiga negra, virou em 
alastrim, que é uma bexiga branca e tola, quase um sarampo20. 
 !20) 60*4!9 *&&!"& +)&) !)! .9!% , )/*5$06 :&"*0 !"6 0 ,6) !"
+",) !,",*0# +"#,1#)! # ,*4!&)**)) +)&)'0,*0)  ".9!03 0 "$4$)*03 8)-
&"),, .)/ ;01%!&",, *)+" &)( !,)**"  0: !"-20 /&)*0#. 	2/ +"1*" !%5 ",1-
(),)! *&&!0,*96 +&" !&* !,"6.  
(* 0/ ;4*2=03  2/ –  "/(!% 0115/05 +)&)'0,*0# „&)1%*"3” '0/*0, 
, ))  +)=0;02) 0 2"1"&0!), ,"3!0 „22  ,"3” ,  693 2"( +",)()*0# +)& "*-
')3, "! 2"!"&9: -0!!)1# - !" "!()1#)! "8&"6*") 241%!4&*"), #/92","), :&"-
*"1"80-) 2") &  !"#*0). 02 0&4# "+&)()1)**93  )86)*! ,&)6)*0,  2/ ".9--
*" "!&')! +&"7)(70) ".9-0 0  0!4=00, 0 !206 ".&/"6 +"&"'()! -4,-
 !," *" !1%800 +" *),"/,&!06"64, (') !"8(, 2"8( &)-% 0()! " *) - !*9:
>+":: 0 " *0$0:  1"#: * )1)*0#, '0/*0 2"!"&9: /,0(",!% *)  !"0!. 
 2"-
8( "* ".&$)! # 2 2!41%*" !0, 2 /1".) (*#,  2/ 6"')! *+"6*0!% *)2"!"-
&9) ;"&69  ",&)6)**"8" '4&*10/6, !"1%2"  (&48060 /(-60 0 +&0)660. 
 >!"6 "!*"7)*00 6"'*" +&)(+"18!%, -!" "(0*  ",&)6)**93 >2,0,-
1)*!  2/ – >2&*0/=0# .9!, *+&06)& , ;"&6) reality show, 010, , .18"-
________________
*9: ."8", "!"8*!% 10:"&(24, +"'0&5$45 "&4. )!2"3 .4/0*9 "* +&02/9,)! ."1)/*0 4.&!% #
+&"-%. 0:"&("-*" .1) !),70) 81/ "&9 419.5! #. ')! #, , *0: "!&')! # +"2"3 >!"3 .3#*-
 2"3 *"-0. 
19 6 '), c. 231.  
 .3#* 2"6 +"&!4 &  2/9,5!, -!" "!,'*93 -)1",)2 +" 1)  6)&!0  !*",0! # /,)/("3. 2
.91"  46.0, 42 "6 ( )3&, )/"4&",  " , )60 :&.&)=60. " *0 &/4 )$) *)  14-1" %, -!".9
')*$0*, 22"3 .9 :&.&"3 "* *0 .91,  !1 +" 1)  6)&!0 /,)/("3. 	69)  6)19) 0/ *0:, !20) 22
"/ 16)3&" 010 &0# . 4,  !10  ,#!960 * 2*("6.1> 2."21". " *02"8( *0 "(* ')*$0-
* *)  !1 /,)/("3. 
20 6 '), c. 149.  
6414 * 11 * 8"&"( -)&*45 " +4. " !6, , )&:*)6 8"&"(), ."8-0  ()110 +&0,0,20,  
 6414 .91 ."80*)3 (020: ;&02* 20: 1) ", 0 *0-)8" *0 " 22"3 ,2=0*) *)  1971.  " +
 +4 !01 % , 8"&"( .)(*#2", 0  !1 ,10!% 15()3  *"8, +"2&9,# 0:  !&7*960  #/,60 […]. "
6414 '1)1  ,"0: .)(*9:  9*",)3, +">!"64 "* "!*#1  014 4 -)&*"3 " +9, +&),&!0, )) , 814+45
.)145 " +4, "+ *45 *) ."1)), -)6 2"&%. 
	 
 :  	

    	

… 23
&"(*"6 ,&0*!), , !): ("246)*!1%*9: ;01%6:, , 2"!"&9: 26)& & +"1-
8)! # „,*4!&0” ()3 !,0#, 22 (,0'4$03 #  4.<)2!- ,0()!)1% +&"0 7) !,03. 
(- " !)! # +&06)&*" !"3 '):  "/(!% 0115/05 &)1%*" !0, /;02 0&"-
,!% * !"#$)). "'143,  693 +&060!0,*93 ,&0*! +"0 2 „0 2&)**"-
 !0”, „+"(10**" !0” 0 „*0,*" !0” – >!" candid cameras,  0: "! !&*#5$06
>;;)2!"6 * /&0!)1#, 2"!"&93 +&0*06)!  ".9!0#, +&"0 :"(#$0) „*#,4” +)-
&)( *06, -)&)/  2&9!93 81/ 26)&9, „ 0&"*0)3”, +" 2"1%24 +&" !"3 2"60/6
 0!4=03  6 +"  ).) 0 215-)! 4- !0) 0  6""!"'() !,1)*0) /&0!)1#  0:
„')&!,60”; /&0!)1%, *+&"!0,,  6""!"'() !,1#)! #  26)&"3, !.).  8)*-
!"6, 4 !&0,5$06  0!4=05 0 *.15(5$06 / )) :"("6: +&06)&*" !2 '), 
22 -0!!)1%  "/()! 06+10=0!*93  "5/  "  2&9!96 ,!"&"6, 2"8( !"! " !-
,01  ,"."(*") +"1) „*);01%!&",**"64” 8"1" 4 –  2/4 – +)& "*')3. 2 -!"
, /,06" !0 "! +"/0=00 ,!"& 2"8"  1",,  2/ 6"')! (" 2&3*" !)3 +&0.10-
'!% 010 "!(1#!% -0!!)1# 0 8)&"),, -0!!)1# 0 *&&!"&. 
!" 0 21 , >!"3 61)*%2"3  !!%)  !&"8" !0 – !"! )), ,)&*", *) *7)1. 
7 *()'( , !"6, -!". "* *7)1 0*!)&) *9) *.15()*0# 0 +"( 2/20 +"
+","(4 *)"(*"/*-*9: 6):*0/6", 0 /(-  2/.  10 69 *-10  +1)!!%
>!"!, .9!% 6"')!,  1072"6 >21)2!0-*93 ,)*"2  	
 
;* 0# 020!0-
*, !" !)+)&%, ,)&*4,70 % 2 4&",*5 22 .9 *&&!0,*"3 *0,*" !0, 69  6"-
')6  -0!!% )8" /2&9!96. 
 *) "."/*-)! 10 >!" *)203 !&802"60-) 203
2"*)= 241%!4&9, :"!# .9 , !"3 ;"&6), 2"!"&45 69 +&0/*)6? )/4 1",*"; *"
!"1%2" &(0 +&","2=00. )(%, 2 *7)64  - !%5, ,"/,&$)*0# 2 *0,*" !0
.9!% *) 6"')!; 4') &"6*!0260 +&0/*,1" % *),"/6"'*96 ,"/,&$)*0)  
2 +)&,".9!*"64  " !"#*05 (0 !" +&0 0/,) !*"6 +"1"'0!)1%*"6 "!!)*2), 06
"!(**"6 +"*#!05 +)&,".9!*" !0). 4! &)-% +&" !" /71 " 2&3*)6 4+&"-
$)*00, !0+0-*"6 (1# #,1)*03  )8"(*#7*)3 6  ","3 241%!4&9, !.). " !"6 !&)-
,"'$)6 ;)*"6)*) *7)3 >+":0, 2"!"&93 !2 4(-*", 0 "!*5(% *) *0,*", 
+" &)( !,"6  2/, >2/)6+10;0=0&",1 !%#* "1 !# ,  ,")3 +" !6"()&-
*0 ! 2"3 +&0!-).  
	. 
 1 " >24
